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OUR HEARTS ARE WITH ORLANDO
Standing With Faith in Love
Rev. Kenn Hurto
The terrible assault and murders at the Pulse club in
Orlando on June 12th reveal the worst of human
nature. We Unitarian Universalists share the shock
and dismay, the anger and the grief of so many.
Personally, my faith in human decency and the
transforming power of love is shaken, yet I will remain
steadfast in it. I know love will prevail over such hatred
and evil.
I am proud of our fellow Unitarian Universalists at the First Unitarian Church
and the University Unitarian Universalist Society in Orlando who have
brought love to bear in the aftermath of last weekend. Likewise, Unitarian
Universalists broadly are offering their help. They are ministers, all!
Below are some of the local groups with which our people are partnering,
ways you might be helpful, and an interview with the Reverend Kathy
Schmitz.
Lend a hand where you can. Speak love to power. Stand ever on the side of
love.
With gratitude, Kenn
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There are two suggested Go Fund Me drives being
overseen by Equality Florida
(https://www.gofundme.com/PulseVictimsFund)
and The Center
(https://www.gofundme.com/29bubytq).
Both of these are quality organizations doing incredible work to support the
community at this time.
Equality Florida is
the largest civil rights organization dedicated to securing full equality for
Florida's lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) community.
Through education, grassroots organizing, coalition building, and
lobbying, we are changing Florida so that no one suffers harassment or
discrimination on the basis of their sexual orientation or gender identity.
The Center's Mission & Values
To promote and empower the GLBT Community and its allies through
information, education, advocacy and support.
We look to transform our community by inspiring and connecting people
and organizations, promoting acceptance and inclusion, empowering
them to achieve their potential
Alternatively, individuals are encouraged to reach out to, and support, their
local LGBT resource centers.
Sometimes, when we are concerned that marginalized communities will get
ignored in a crisis, we Unitarian Universalists do our own fund raising and
organizing. In this case, I believe attention is where it needs to be and there
is no need to duplicate efforts at this time.
Thank you so much for your care and concern.
Rev. Kathy Schmitz
First Unitarian Church of Orlando

Statement from our UUA President, Rev. Peter Morales
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In Orlando, Unitarian church quickly reaches out
Three miles from Pulse nightclub, UU congregation hosts grief counselors,
blood drive, and gun reform groups.
Joshua Eaton | 6/14/2016 | UU World
When the Rev. Kathryn Schmitz woke up early Sunday morning to check
the news, she couldn't believe what she was reading. Schmitz is minister of
First Unitarian Church of Orlando, Floridajust three miles from Pulse, a gay
nightclub where 29yearold Omar Mateen opened fire earlySunday
morning, killing 49 people and wounding 53.
"It had a sense of being impossible, like these things happen somewhere far
away," Schmitz told UU World. "It doesn't happen in the hospitality capital of
the world."
Schmitz quickly swung into action. She contacted Rachel Christensen, her
intern ministerwho was leading that morning's worship serviceto discuss
how to best address the tragedy during the service, and she sent out
Facebook messages asking people to come.
"Come to church today," Schmitz recalls writing. "We need to be together."
Continue Reading
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Thousands hold candles in the air after a bell tolled for each of the victims, during a vigil
Monday, June 13, 2016, in Orlando, Florida, the day after an attack on a gay nightclub left
dozens dead. (Curtis Compton/Atlanta Journal Constitution via AP)

Staff Blog
A Message from Connie Goodbread
UUA Southern Region Congregational Life Staff
I Reach Out to You;
Will You Reach Out to Me?
Come on people now smile on your brother,
everybody get together try to love one another, right
now. The Youngbloods
I wrote this blog three days before the mass shooting at Pulse in Orlando. I
read it through and it is still what I want to say. However, I cannot let our
newsletter go out without saying something about this horrific act of violence
that happened in the heart of Florida. We humans are born out of a violent
past and into a violent world. The violence of nature cannot be tamed but we
could try to curb the violence that is in our control. If violence is preached
about as the way into heaven, as one person's right over another, as the
only way of being heard, as a good way to make others bend to our will, as a
true path to riches  we just end up with more and more violence. If we do
not look at how The United Stares of America contributes to this culture of
violence, not only here, at home, but all over the world, the violence only
continues. My questions are  how do I contribute to this culture of violence?
What do I need to change in myself? Am I brave enough to make those
needed changes?
In a workshop last month I was asked by a participant  "What can we do to
fight against the radicalization that is going on in the world today?" This
participant went on to say that what seemed to be at the core of this
radicalization is the marginalization of segments of the world's culture that
seems to leave people oppressed and feeling powerless, with nowhere to
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